
measures, at EU and national 

level; barriers to energy efficien-

cy investments remain  

ǐ Cohesion Policy funds and 

funding energy efficiency in reno-

vation: availability of funds for 

investment in energy efficiency 

and other sustainable energy 

actions (renewable energies, 

smart systems, etc.).  

ǐ Good practice regarding the 

combination of EU and national 

fiscal and financial instruments 

and for facilitating access to 

these instruments, as well as 

opportunities for involving private 

finance in energy efficiency pro-

jects  

ǐ Design and alignment of EU 

financial instruments, and devel-

opment of insurance and finan-

cial guarantees, to support ener-

gy efficiency investments, partic-

ularly for smaller construction 

projects and projects by SMEs  

ǐ Key market failures impeding 

energy efficiency investments in 

buildings  

ǐ The role of split incentives in 

renovation  

ǐ EU and national regulation: 

National-level measures to im-

plement and complement EU 

energy efficiency regulation, as 

well as the role of other non-

energy regulations (national or 

EU) in stimulating energy effi-

ciency renovation 

Infrastructure 

ǐ Revised guidelines for the 

Trans-European Transport Net-

works (TEN-T). At the first TG 

meeting it was noted that the 

TEN-T guidelines were being 

revised, to address the fact that 

the TEN-T is not yet a compre-

hensive European network, but 

Thematic Group 1 (TG1) back-

ground, mandate and expecta-

tions 

The EC Sustainable Construction 

Communication places particular 

emphasis on encouraging reno-

vation activities and infrastruc-

ture maintenance, as well as on 

innovation in the construction 

sector. Specifically, several EU 

policy documents and legal acts 

provide a framework for im-

proved energy performance of 

existing building stock; new 

guidelines for Trans-European 

Networks (TENs), as well as the 

Connecting Europe Facility, will 

help develop and finance infra-

structure; and programmes such 

as the future framework pro-

gramme for Research and Inno-

vation ñHorizon 2020ò, the pro-

gramme for competitiveness and 

SMEs ñCOSMEò and the Cohe-

sion Policy all offer opportunities 

for innovation in the sector.  

To help drive these activities in 

the sector, TG1 is mandated:  

ǐ To map sector needs and barri-

ers to investment and financing 

in building renovation and infra-

structure, as well as to the up-

take of innovative approach-

es in the construction sector  

ǐ To make recommenda-

tions on how to proceed with 

concrete proposals and 

solutions within the context 

of EU and national legal 

acts and financial instru-

ments  

In 2013, according to its 

mandate, TG1 was expected in 

priority to:  

ǐ Follow up on the Commission 

report on financial support for 

energy efficiency in buildings, 

particularly by assessing the 

effectiveness of national instru-

ments; identifying needs and 

criteria for better using existing 

financial facilities or for establish-

ing new facilities; and developing 

ideas for supporting energy per-

formance contracting for small 

construction projects.  

ǐ Provide guidance on using EU 

financial instruments for renova-

tion and infrastructure mainte-

nance  

ǐ Organize a conference on inno-

vation in construction  

ǐ Review the transposition of the 

new EU Late Payment Directive  

ǐ Assess investments needed or 

planned in new jobs and/or ICT 

systems  

Summary of discussions at 

TG1 meetings 

Building Renovation 

ǐ Provide greater clarity on the 

scope and definition of renova-

tion (in particular deep renova-

tion) at EU level (e.g. common 

metrics to measure energy per-

formance of buildings)  

ǐ Possibility of setting specific EU 

targets for energy efficiency 

improvements and renovation, 

distinguished by market segment 

concerned (housing, commercial 

and administrative buildings)  

ǐ The findings of the Commission 

report on Financial support for 

energy efficiency in buildings. 

Divergent situations across MS; 

limited information on effective-

ness of different financial support 

Follow up actions on the communication on Sustainable Construction 

Thematic Group 1 report ð Stimulating investment in building renovation, 

infrastructure and innovation  
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rather remains today a patchwork 

of national networks, with cross-

border connections sections miss-

ing, multimodal links weak and lack 

of interoperability in rules and sys-

tems. In the second TG meeting, 

the revised guidelines were pre-

sented, which will introduce a dual-

layer core and comprehensive 

network, will harmonize deadlines 

and will develop nine Core Network 

Corridors to be managed by dedi-

cated coordinators.  

ǐ Financing of infrastructure and the 

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

funding framework. The CEF was 

discussed at both TG meetings, 

with an overview of CEF provided 

at the first meeting, and updates on 

the CEF budget, project eligibility, 

co-funding rates and management 

of grants presented during the 

second meeting.  

ǐ Improvements in infrastructure 

monitoring and maintenance: the 

need for improved monitoring and 

maintenance techniques, particu-

larly continuous monitoring, which 

facilitates maintenance decisions 

based on both current and histori-

cal information on asset deteriora-

tion.  

Innovation  

ǐ Definition of innovation within the 

TG framework: innovation as a 

driver for the development of sus-

tainable solutions in the construc-

tion sector. Innovation is also con-

sidered broadly, not just in tech-

nical terms (e.g. materials and 

systems), but also with respect to 

new practices and business mod-

els.  

ǐ Barriers to implementation of 

innovative practices: fragmented 

construction sector; stakeholders 

with divergent interests; cost issues 

with innovative solutions perceived 

as more expensive; difficulties with 

insurance for new technologies.  

ǐ Conference on Innovation in Con-

struction: The upcoming confer-

ence was discussed at both meet-

ings, with participant suggestions 

for the conference content solicited 

during the first meeting, and with 

an update on the conference con-

tent and format presented at the 

second meeting.  

 

The 58th ECCE General Meeting was held on 25th - 26th October 2013, at the Cyprus Hilton Hotel, in Nicosia, Cyprus hosted by the Cyprus 

Council of Civil Engineers (CCCE). On Friday 25th October together with the 58th ECCE General Meeting, the 2nd ECCE Conference 

ñWater Management in Europeò was co-organized by ECCE and CCCE with great success.     

58th ECCE General Meeting and Conference òWater Management in Europeó 

From left to right: Maria Karanasiou - ECCE General Secretary, 

Wlodzimierz Szymczak - ECCE Vice Pres./ Pres. Elect, Fernando Bran-

co - ECCE President, Gorazd Humar - ECCE Immediate Past President, 

Nicos Neocleous - CCCE President 

58th ECCE General Assembly and Conference ñWater Management 

in Europeò, Cyprus Hilton Hotel, Nicosia, Cyprus 

Main materials from the 58th ECCE General Meeting can be found 

at the following links: 

¶ ECCE Presidentôs introduction 

¶ ECCE brief activity report June 2013 - October 2013 

¶ ECCE President ñRehabilitation & Energy Efficiencyò 

 

Main materials from the 58th ECCE General Meeting Standing 

Committee Sessions can be found at the following links:  

¶ Knowledge & Technology 

¶ Development & Business Environment 

¶ Education & Training 

¶ Environment & Sustainability 

¶ Associate Membership 

¶ Task Force Civil Engineering Heritage 

http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2013/58_2_Introduction_ECCE_Cyprus_FB.pdf
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2013/58_3_ECCE_Brief_Activity_Report_June2013-October2013.pdf
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2013/58_4_Reahab_and_Energy_FB.pdf
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/activities/knowledge-technology/index.php?id=57
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/activities/development-business-environment/index.php?id=58
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/activities/education-training/index.php?id=59
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/activities/environment-sustainability/index.php?id=60
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/activities/associate-membership/index.php?id=614
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/activities/civil-engineering-heritage/index.php?id=61
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All the materials from the Conference 

ñWater Management in Europeò can be 

found on ECCE website.  

tre of Finland (VTT) with myself as 

the Vice Chairman of the Commit-

tee. 

After many years of important ser-

vice to ECCE, Professor Sarja 

stepped down from the Chairman-

ship of the Committee during the 

57th ECCE General Assembly in 

Lisbon, Portugal during May 2013. 

Professor Sarja nominated me, for 

the post of the new Chairman of 

the Committee. I was elected by 

the Executive Board of ECCE as 

the new Chairman during the same 

General Assembly in Lisbon.  

After the General Assembly in Lis-

bon, a plan of action was prepared 

by the undersigned and presented 

to all ECCE members, in view of 

proposing a strategy for action. The 

aim of the new strategy is to build 

on the strong points and activities 

of the committee during the past 

years, whilst proposing the new 

initiatives intended to drive the 

Standing Committee forward during 

the coming years.  The proposed 

strategy is intended to address the 

activities of the Standing Commit-

tee by focusing on the effective 

organization and actions of the 

group by targeting well defined 

deliverables attainable within rea-

sonable timeframes with reasona-

ble resources. The programme was 

intended to set the rhythm for con-

crete action through a holistic strat-

egy for the future development of 

the Standing Committee within 

ECCE.  

To attain these aims, the pro-

gramme is based on the following 

basic principles: 

1. Information: Knowledge & 

Technology. 

2. Communication & Knowledge 

Transfer. 

3. Management & Organization. 

The ECCE National Delegates 

representing the National Civil 

Engineering Chambers in the Euro-

pean States, responded positively 

to the Strategy proposal which was 

developed and then presented at 

the 58th ECCE General Assembly 

organized during October 2013 in 

Nicosia, Cyprus. 

 

Information: Knowledge and 

Technology 

The standing Committee launched 

a Europe wide survey to monitor 

the important developments in Civil 

Engineering in Europe. In particular 

Ruben Paul Borg 

Chairman, ECCE European Coun-

cil of Civil Engineers - Knowledge 

and Technology  

 

The ECCE (European Council of 

Civil Engineers) Knowledge and 

Technology Standing Committee 

has been active over the past 

years, on information and 

knowledge transfer in Civil Engi-

neering. The Knowledge and Tech-

nology Standing Committee has 

focused in particular on specific 

important areas in Civil Engineering 

namely; collecting and distributing 

Knowledge on relevant themes 

including Near Zero Energy Build-

ings and Life Cycle in Buildings and 

Civil Engineering. The Committee 

was led by Professor Asko Sarja, 

Research Professor of Building 

Technology in Structural Engineer-

ing at the Technical Research Cen-

Group photo of the 58th ECCE GAM, Nicosia, Cyprus  

ECCE STANDING COMMITTEES 

ñPrinciples of the 

Action Plan: 

Information 

Knowledge & 

Technology, 

Communication & 

Knowledge 

Transfer, 

Management & 

Organizationò 

KNOWLEDGE & TECHNOLOGY 

Note: The Chairman of the Standing 

Committee on Development & Business 

Environment, Mr. Karlheinz Zachmann, 

announced his retirement during the 

58th ECCE General Meeting in Cyprus. 

ECCE would like to thank him for his 

work, devotion and commitment all 

these years.   

http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2013/58_ecce_meeting.php?id=41
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the survey aims at assessing the 

development of Civil Engineering 

with a five year perspective, there-

fore identifying priority areas for the 

coming years. The initial feedback 

from the different European coun-

tries participating provided valuable 

information on the trends in the 

profession, useful for industry, 

research and education institutions. 

The trends analysis allows for an 

assessment of both Industrial 

trends, Research Initiatives and 

Educational programme develop-

ment in different European States. 

The Analysis of Trends also serves 

as an important reference point for 

different stakeholders including 

Civil Engineering Associations, 

Education Institutions and the Con-

struction Industry itself. The out-

come of the Analysis of trends shall 

be published regularly by ECCE 

and diffused in Europe. 

The outcome of the first stage of 

the survey was presented at the 

General Assembly.  It was agreed 

that the survey shall be developed 

further and established as an ongo-

ing Europe wide continuous initia-

tive. The ECCE Civil Engineering 

Survey is planned to become a 

regular and continuous effort to 

enable a continued long term as-

sessment of the changing trends 

and emerging priority areas in Civil 

Engineering. 

Communication and Knowledge 

Transfer 

A Basic Communication Platform 

intended to facilitate information 

and experience exchange is 

planned through the setting up of 

an ECCE Social Network. The 

ECCE Group created by the 

Knowledge and Technology Stand-

ing Committee is intended to pro-

mote Information and data ex-

change and sharing between civil 

engineers. The network shall help 

promote new developments and 

technology but also International 

Research Initiatives, Knowledge 

and Technology Education Net-

works. Furthermore such a group 

shall support participation in new 

Research Initiatives in Civil Engi-

neering. The network allows for 

dissemination of information in 

particular from members active in 

academia and the profession 

through the exchange of infor-

mation on their research, publica-

tions and projects and events. 

Management and Organization 

In order to successfully manage the 

organization of the Knowledge and 

Technology Standing Committee 

the setting up of Work Groups was 

proposed. The aim of the Work 

Groups is to address specific tasks, 

over a defined period of time with a 

clear deadline and deliverable.  

In addition a new initiative was 

proposed and launched during the 

General Assembly addressing the 

more active involvement of experts 

and civil engineers nominated on 

work groups by the National Cham-

bers in ECCE. In this way the 

Knowledge and Technology Stand-

ing Committee extends to and 

reaches more effectively the civil 

engineers members of the National 

organizations belonging to ECCE, 

and also experts and the European 

civil engineer in general.  

Three work groups were launched 

to effectively tackle the different 

tasks of the Knowledge and Tech-

nology Standing Committee pre-

sented in this report: 

Work Group 1: ECCE Civil Engi-

neering Survey: Analysis of Trends 

in Civil Engineering. 

Work Group 2: ECCE Social Net-

work. 

Work Group 3: Life Cycle Engi-

neering and Building Information 

Modelling. 

Life Cycle Engineering and Building 

Information Modelling tackled in 

Work Group 3, was already identi-

fied as an emerging priority area in 

Civil Engineering through the sur-

vey assessment of trends carried 

out. It also builds on the important 

past initiatives of the Standing 

Committee on life time engineering 

and near zero energy buildings. 

The work group setup involves 

experts from various European 

countries and aims at putting to-

gether a collection of best practice 

examples in civil engineering. 

Whilst the proposed programme is 

intended to set clear defined tar-

gets, the useful contribution, feed-

back and ideas of the ECCE mem-

bers and the Standing Committee 

members shall be most welcome 

and encouraged. The collaboration 

of the Standing Committee mem-

bers is considered as fundamental 

and essential for the clear definition 

and successful implementation of 

the programme.  

 

Ruben Paul Borg,  

28th November 2013, Malta 

this one hour meeting the ECF 

updated manifesto was presented 

ECF Breakfast Briefing in Euro-

pean Parliament 

On 27th June 2013, the European 

Construction Forum (ECF) to which 

ECCE is a member organized a 

Breakfast Briefing regarding the 

follow up of the ñStrategy for the 

sustainable competitiveness of the 

construction sector and its Enter-

prisesò ï COM (2012) 433 at the 

European Parliament. MEP Rein-

hard Butikofer participated in the 

event as EC rapporteur.. During 

and the main topic of discussion 

was the Competitiveness of the 

Construction Sector. The event 

was attended by ECCE representa-

tive to ECF,  Mr. Karlheinz Zach-

mann. 

 

Workshop ñHigh Energy Perfor-

mance Buildings: Design and 

Evaluation methodologiesò 

In the frame of the European Sus-

tainable Energy week, INIVE-

NEWS FROM EU & OTHER ASSOCIATIONS 

ECF Breakfast Briefing in 
European Parliament 

http://www.fiec.eu/documents/document/20130503111200-2013-01-28_ecf_manifesto_-_new_draft-with_logos.pdf
http://www.fiec.eu/documents/document/20130503111200-2013-01-28_ecf_manifesto_-_new_draft-with_logos.pdf
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DYNASTEE organized the work-

shop ñHigh Energy Performance 

Buildings: Design and Evaluation 

methodologiesò. The workshop was 

held on 24th - 26th June 2013, in 

Brussels.  

Topics at this event focused on the 

most important parts of building 

energy consumption: 

Å building energy needs and the 

auxiliary gains due to climate 

boundary conditions. 

Å aspects of efficiency of building 

energy installations, energy re-

sources and technology 

Å consumer behavior and thermal 

gains, 

Å calculation methods, standards 

and regulation (CEN and national 

standards) 

Å optimization of energy use using 

ICT (intelligent environments, ur-

ban areas) 

Å design case studies and building 

simulation for nearly-zero energy 

buildings 

The target audience for this work-

shop: decision-makers, research-

ers, applied mathematicians and 

statisticians, architects, building 

energy designers, standard devel-

opers and those interested in ener-

gy performance assessment of 

buildings. 

Prof. Carsten Ahrens, Chairman of 

the ECCE Standing Committee on 

Environment & Sustainability at-

tended this workshop. 

 

EU strategy for the sustainable 

competitiveness of the construc-

tion sector and its enterprises 

Thematic Group 1 ï Stimulating 

investment in building renova-

tion, infrastructure and innova-

tion 

On 12th September 2013, the 2nd 

Meeting of the Thematic Group 1 

(TG1) was held in Brussels. ECCE 

participates in TG1 represented by 

its President Fernando Branco.  

The Thematic Group is divided in 

three pillars: 

¶ Building Renovation 

¶ Trans European Networks 

(TENs) and Infrastructure 

Maintenance 

¶ Innovation in Construction. 

For more information about the 

discussions of TG1 please refer to 

the article of the front page of this 

issue. 

Mr. Peltomªki, Deputy Director-

General  chaired the second meet-

ing of DG Enterprise and Industryôs 

High Level Forum on the competi-

tiveness of the construction indus-

try, on 29th November. The partici-

pants reviewed the activities and 

recommendations of each of the 

five Thematic Group. DG ENTR will 

now finalize the Industrial Policy 

Communication that should be 

published in January and some of 

these construction-based recom-

mendations may be included in the 

report. This Communication will be 

discussed during the February 

Competitiveness Council and the 

Energy Council scheduled for 

March.  

Please press here to read the offi-

cial press release issued with re-

gards to the HLF and which aims to 

disseminate the work carried out by 

Thematic Group participants as 

well as High Level Forum mem-

bers. 

 

Innovation in Construction 

The Conference ñInnovation in 

Constructionò was organized on 

21st October 2013, in Brussels.  

The Conference brought together 

participants representing the Con-

struction Industry and its profes-

sions, Member States and Com-

mission services.  

The Conference examined what 

innovative approaches already 

exist or are needed to help the 

construction industry to achieve 

greater sustainable competitive-

ness through new working practic-

es in the renovation domain, in 

particular. 

Its presentations and speeches 

should be seen in the context of the 

work being done by the High Level 

Strategic Forum and Thematic 

Groups created under the Action 

Plan of the Communication 

"Strategy for the sustainable com-

petitiveness of the construction 

sector and its enterprises". 

For further information about the 

Conference and for accessing the 

Conference materials please press 

here. 

 

New initiatives to help SMEs 

In the second half of 2013, the 

European Commission launched 

a series of initiatives to help 

small and medium-sized enter-

prises (SMEs) perform better.  

Here is a snapshot of some of the 

ECôs ambitious new measures: 

Consultation on Green Action Plan 

for small enterprises, Access to 

Finance Days ï helping to shape 

an SME-friendly financing market, 

Standard VAT return: Easing life for 

20 million businesses, Making 

crowdfunding a sustainable source 

of finance and Top tech entrepre-

neurs present manifesto for startup 

successé  

DG Enterprise & Industry Director 

General and EU SME Envoy Daniel 

Calleja said: "Today, only a few 

European SMEs extend their green 

business to foreign markets. Know-

ing that the EU makes up roughly 

one-third of the world market for 

environmental industries, this re-

veals a huge potential for SMEs to 

grow."  

For  further information on this topic 

please press here. 

 

Entrepreneurship education key 

to sustainable economic up-

swing 

Education is an essential element 

of entrepreneurship. Studies show 

that students who receive entrepre-

neurship education are not only 

more likely to be employed, but 

also more likely to start their own 

companies. With that in mind, the 

European Commission has pro-

posed a series of actions that will 

help expose students to entrepre-

neurship and, as a result, help 

create jobs throughout Europe.  

For further information on this sub-

ject please press here. 

 

COSME to spur access to credit 

for small enterprises 

The European Commission is dedi-

cated to helping Europeôs small 

and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) overcome the financing 

problems currently plaguing Eu-

rope. This is the inspiration behind 

ñòInnovation 

in 

Construction 

Conferenceò 

was held on 

21st October 

in Brusselsò 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=7141&lang=en&tpa_id=0&title=Sustainable%2Dconstruction%2Daction%2Dplan%2Dforges%2Dahead
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/sectors/construction/competitiveness/conference_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/magazine/articles/smes-entrepreneurship/article_11097_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/magazine/articles/smes-entrepreneurship/article_11079_en.htm
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a new programme called COSME 

(Competitiveness of Enterprises 

and SMEs), which will free up fund-

ing for SMEs and help small busi-

nesses ï the backbone of Europeôs 

economy ï create goods, services 

and jobs. In an interview with E and 

I Magazine, Vice-President Antonio 

Tajani explains what the Commis-

sion hopes to achieve with 

COSME.  

To read the interview press here. 

 

World Council of Civil Engineers 

(WCCE) 8th General Assembly 

The World Council of Civil Engi-

neers held its 8th General Assem-

bly from 10-13 October in Santiago 

de Cuba. UNAICC hosted WCCEôs 

8th General Assembly on the occa-

sion of an international workshop 

on Tourism & City. The attendance 

to WCCE activities by its Cuban 

counterparts and WCCE delegates 

was very high and enriched their 

activities with their expertise.   

On the day of its 8th General As-

sembly, its member organizations 

have unanimously agreed to ap-

point Professor JOS£ MEDEM 

SANJUAN as FOUNDING PRESI-

DENT OF THE 

WORLD COUNCIL 

OF CIVIL ENGI-

NEERS for its con-

tinuing commitment 

in the creation of a 

world organization 

to represent civil 

engineering profes-

sionals on an equal basis and pro-

mote technology transfer contrib-

uting to the welfare of humankind.  

The 9th WCCE General Assembly 

will be held in Lisbon, Portugal, 

hosted by Ordem dos Engenheiros 

in November 2014. 

For further information on WCCE 

please visit the WCCE website. 

library also has approximately 900 

study sites all of which are 

equipped with modern technology. 

The building is constructed in the 

northeast of the campus and it is 

very close to the buildings of the 

University Central Administration, 

the Social Activities and the Sports 

Centre. 

The project is expected to be com-

pleted in 2014. 

Limassol Marina 

The Limassol Marina project is 

currently the largest infrastructure 

and real estate project in Cyprus, 

implemented by the Limassol Mari-

na Ltd, and it is the first marina of 

this class in Cyprus.   

The Limassol Marina is a Design, 

Build, Finance, Operate and Trans-

fer project carried out by private 

investors under the umbrella of the 

Ministry of Energy, Commerce, 

Industry and Tourism of the Repub-

lic of Cyprus. 

The marina has a combined capac-

ity for approximately 1000 vessels 

(at sea and in the shipyard), it is 

strategically located between the 

new and the old ports of Limassol.  

It was recently declared as an offi-

cial port of entry of the Republic of 

Cyprus and is currently in use. 

Further to that, the construction 

works are currently progressing 

with the construction of the residen-

tial areas (private villas and blocks 

of apartments), commercial areas 

comprised of shops, offices, restau-

rants and showrooms.  The project 

also includes the construction of 

the buildings for a naval academy 

The Information Center - Library 

çStelios Ioannouè, University of 

Cyprus, in Nicosia   

The Information Center - Library 

"Stelios Ioannou", is designed by 

world-renowned French architect 

Jean Nouvel, who was inspired by 

the natural topography and colors 

of the landscape of the campus of 

the University of Cyprus, in Nicosia. 

The new library is a very modern 

and functional building, which ex-

tends vertically into five storeys and 

occupies approximately a total area 

of 15,700mĮ.  The library will not 

only contain a collection of more 

that 600.000 books, but it will also 

offer to the students and research-

ers a vast collection comprised of 

millions journal articles in electronic 

form, over 40,000 titles of e-books 

and more than 10,000 titles audio-

visual material.  Further to that, the 

WCCE 8th 

General 

Assembly 

NEWS FROM ECCE MEMBERS 

WCCE Presi-

dent, Tomas 

Sancho 

awards Prof. 

Jose Medem 

Sanjuan 

CYPRUS 

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/magazine/articles/smes-entrepreneurship/article_11090_en.htm
http://www.wcce.net/

