
In the year in which the Portuguese Engineers Association (OEP - Ordem dos Engenheiros de Portugal) 

celebrates its 150th Anniversary the Lisbon Civil Engineering Summit 2019 (CES2019) is organized.  

For five days, the Portuguese Engineers Association (OEP - Ordem dos Engenheiros de Portugal) will 

bring engineers from around the world to Lisbon to share knowledge, challenges and projects in Lisbon 

Civil Engineering Summit 2019 (CES2019) that will be held at LNEC- the National Civil Engineering Labor-

atory. 

This international event aims to discuss, with a global and integrative approach, the main issues that cur-

rently affect the community of civil engineers, who seek solutions to new and also old challenges, in which 

its role will have a major impact, as climate change, food and water security, safety construction and all the 

other UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

These issues can only be achieved with the engineering commitment and innovation, without forgetting the 

problems that still remains after the global financial crisis, related with engineersô employability. 

Simultaneously with the CES2019, Lisbon will also host the World Council of Civil Engineers (WCCE), the 

European Council of Civil Engineers (ECCE), the European Council of Engineers Chambers (ECEC) and 

the Engineering Association of Mediterranean Countries (EAMC) General Assemblies. 

  

CES 2019 General Programme 

CES 2019 Technical Programme 

  

Details about the program, speakers, registration options, accommodation, social program etc. can be 

found at the CES2019 website https://www.lisbonces.org/   

Lisbon Civil Engineering Summit (CES 2019) 
24-28 September 2019, Lisbon, Portugal 
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The 70th General Meeting of the European Council of Civil Engineers will be held on 24-25 September 2019, in 

Lisbon, Portugal hosted by the Ordem dos Engenheiros de Portugal (The Portuguese Engineers Association). The 

70th ECCE General Meeting will be held in parallel with the Lisbon Civil Engineering Summit 2019 

(CES2019) that will be organized from 24 to 28 September 2019, at LNEC- the National Civil Engineering Labora-

tory. 

During the five days of the CES2019 engineers from around the world will be gathered in Lisbon to share 

knowledge, challenges and projects. This international event aims to discuss, with a global and integrative ap-

proach, the main issues that currently affect the community of civil engineers, who seek solutions to new and also 

old challenges, in which its role will have a major impact, as climate change, food and water security, safety con-

struction and all the other UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

Simultaneously with the CES2019, Lisbon will also host the World Council of Civil Engineers (WCCE), the Europe-

an Council of Civil Engineers (ECCE), the European Council of Engineers Chambers (ECEC) and the Engineering 

Association of Mediterranean Countries (EAMC) General Assemblies. 

 

70th ECCE General Meeting draft preliminary Agenda 

 

REGISTRATION FORM for all activities 

 

Discounted Accommodation proposals 

Accommodation proposals can be found here https://www.lisbonces.org/accommodation. 

 

Social Programme 

On Saturday 28 September an optional excursion is organized; Lisbon Bridges, Wine and Beach including wine 

tasting, lunch, transport and guided all day. 

The cost for this excursion is 50ú. 

Further information on the social programme can be found at https://www.lisbonces.org/social-programme  

70th ECCE General Meeting 
24-25 September 2019, Lisbon, Portugal 

http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2019/Lisbon_CES2019.php
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2019/Lisbon_CES2019.php
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2019/70_ECCE_GM_draft-preliminary-Agenda_20190703.pdf?m=1562184827&
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf_3o-8PPo-gjLwmnxBou-NjtGa8KbsE-LV0xQXnuS4C7vy3Q/viewform
https://www.lisbonces.org/accommodation
https://www.lisbonces.org/social-programme
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The 69th ECCE General Meeting was held from 30 May to 1 June 2019, in Podgorica, Montenegro hosted by the 

Engineers Chamber of Montenegro (IKCG). The 69th ECCE General Meeting was very well attended by delega-

tions from almost all of the ECCE Member organizations and it was chaired by the ECCE President Aris Chatzida-

kis.  

At the beginning of the meeting opening speeches were held by the ECCE President Aris Chatzidakis, the IKCG 

President SrĽan Lakoviĺ and and the Minister of Sustainable Development and Tourism of Montenegro Pavle Rad-

ulovic. In his speech, IKCG President SrĽan Lakoviĺ stressed that the Chamber is ready to support its capacity to 

implement the ECCE tasks, with the aim of advancing the profession in the European context. The Minister of Sus-

tainable Development and Tourism Pavle Radulovic stressed that thanks to such gatherings, the profession is in a 

position to exchange opinions, experience from practice, to be in the hands of professionals with the most recent 

achievements in the field of engineering, especially in the field of construction.     

50 delegates from 20 countries attended the meeting. Among the distinguished guests were WCCE Past President 

Emilio Colon, ECEC President Klaus Thurriedl and EAMC Secretary General Nicola Monda.  

During the 69th ECCE General Meeting, two new Associate Members joined ECCE; Intracom Constructions SA 

Technical and Steel Constructions, D.T. ñINTRAKATò and the Earthquake Planning & Protection Organization 

(EPPO) both from Greece were unanimously accepted by the ECCE General Assembly. 

The minutes of the 68th ECCE General Meeting, in London were unanimously approved. ECCE President Aris 

Chatzidakis presented the ECCE Brief Activity Report October 2018 ï May 2019 describing briefly the ECCE 

activities since our last meeting in October 2018 in London. Then, Nikola Lukovic who is delegate of the Engineers 

Chamber of Montenegro in ECCE addressed a speech on the current Position and Role of Chamber of Engineers 

stressing the importance of strong Engineers Chambers and addressing the regional issues they have been facing. 

The financial topics reports were presented by the ECCE Vice President/ Treasurer Dimitar Natchev. He briefly 

informed the delegates regarding the financial status of ECCE and he also presented the Year End Accounts for 

2018 which were unanimously validated by the ECCE General Assembly. Both proposals were validated by the 

General Assembly. He concluded that ECCE is in good financial standing at the moment. 

Then, ExBo Member Platonas Stylianou delivered a presentation on the progress of the ECCE Position Paper 

ñThe need for Structural / Seismic Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings in parallel with Energy Efficiency 

Improvementsò. Platonas Stylianou is the coordinator of the working group that elaborates the Position Paper. 

69th ECCE General Meeting participants 

ECCE President Aris Chatzidakis 

69th ECCE General Meeting 
30 May - 1 June 2019, Podgorica, Montenegro 

IKCG President SrĽan Lakoviĺ Minister of Sustainable Development 

and Tourism of Montenegro Pavle 

Radulovic 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/i584n7sin18d1z4/68_ECCE_GAM_minutes.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kqtj2az0phm39r3/1_ECCE%20Brief%20Activity%20Report_October%202018%20-%20May%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8b3oqrrf2zjozfk/3_PPP%20FOR%20ENERGY%20EFFICIENCY%2030052019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8b3oqrrf2zjozfk/3_PPP%20FOR%20ENERGY%20EFFICIENCY%2030052019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8b3oqrrf2zjozfk/3_PPP%20FOR%20ENERGY%20EFFICIENCY%2030052019.pdf?dl=0
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Next on the Agenda, it was a presentation by the ECCE Presi-

dent regarding the Construction Industry news. ECCE Presi-

dent informed the delegates regarding the latest news of the 

High Level Tripartite Forum on Construction 2020 and the Euro-

pean Construction Forum to which ECCE participates. Then 

ECCE Vice President/ President Elect Andreas Brandner report-

ed on the Thematic Group 1 ñStimulating investment in building 

renovation, infrastructure and innovationò meeting which he 

attended in December 2018, presenting also the ECCE views 

that were submitted to the meeting participants. In the same 

context of Construction news, ExBo Member Paul Couglan deliv-

ered a presentation on the ICE Sustainability Route Map which 

is part of the Global Engineering Congress Legacy. 

Later on, the President of the Ukrainian Council of Civil Engi-

neers (UCCE) Dr. Petro Shyliuk addressed a greeting speech 

and then the Vice President of the UCCE Nikolay Kiryukhin 

delivered a presentation regarding the UCCE and their ex-

pected fields of cooperation with ECCE. UCCE is a new ECCE 

member that joined us in October 2018 and this was the first time they participated in an ECCE General Meeting. 

Then, the document ñGuidelines for the organization of the ECCE General Meetingsò was presented by the 

ECCE General Secretary Maria Karanasiou. The document was ratified by the General Assembly. 

ECCE President Aris Chatizidakis informed the General Assembly that the long-standing ECCE ï ASCE Agree-

ment of Cooperation has been renewed and ECCE and ASCE are now at the signing process. He mentioned that 

activities contemplated under this agreement include: 

¶ Exchange of information regarding the engineering profession in general. 
¶ Encouragement of joint events of all kinds. 
¶ Encouragement of the exchange of students, lecturers, and guests. 
¶ Exchange of information regarding scientific and technical events that are of mutual interest. 
¶ Provide mutual professional advice, especially in all areas of international, technical and scientific matters to 

the extent provided by each organization to its own members. 
 

Another long term cooperation that will become official is between ECCE and ECEC. The two organizations have 

been in close cooperation many years now and it has been decided that an Agreement of Cooperation will be 

signed with the aim to encourage the development of joint (ECCE and ECEC) efforts towards better audibility of 

Engineers voice in Europe and to raise the visibility of both organizations to the European institutions. ECEC Presi-

dent Klaus Thurriedl confirmed that ECEC is very positive for such Agreement and the next steps will be taken in 

the following months. 

Afterwards, ECCE Vice President/ Treasurer Dimitar Natchev presented on behalf of the Union of Civil Engineers in 

Bulgaria a proposal for the amendment of the ECCE Articles of Association. It was commonly agreed that the 

ECCE Articles of Association must be revised but more time is needed in order to thoroughly examine the topic. 

Then, ECCE President Aris Chatzidakis informed the Gen-

eral Assembly about the next steps regarding the ECCE 

book ñNotes on the history of civil engineeringò which was 

issued last October. He mentioned that there is a proposal 

of reprinting the books but a minimum amount of orders is 

required and encouraged the ECCE Members to submit 

their orders as soon as possible as the required number 

was not reached yet. He also informed the General As-

sembly that his ambition is to produce a series of books 

with the history of civil engineering in the ECCE Member 

countries. Material has been already gathered and more is 

expected by ECCE members. The first draft of the con-

tents of the new book will be presented in our next ECCE 

General Meeting. 

After that, ECCE Immediate Past President Wlodzimierz 

Szymczak presented a closing report on the ECCE Initi-

ative 2018 European Year of Civil Engineers. The re-

port summarized this important ECCE initiative which came to an end successfully and the idea for organizing a 

similar initiative in the next years that came from our members was commonly accepted. 

Later on, the Portuguese National Delegate Fernando de Almeida Santos presented the proposal on behalf of the 

Ordem dos Engenheiros to host the 70th ECCE General Meeting, in Lisbon, Portugal as part of the Civil Engineer-

ing Summit that they are organizing. The Civil Engineering Summit will be held from 24 to 27 September 2019, and 

the 70th ECCE General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25 September.  

Then, it followed a part dedicated to the ECCE partners WCCE, EAMC and ECEC which were given the floor to 
briefly present news from their organizations. WCCE Past President Emilio Colon delivered a presentation that is 

From left to right: ECCE General Secretary 

Maria Karanasiou, ECCE President Aris Chat-

zidakis, ECCE Immediate Past President 

Wlodzimierz Szymczak and ECCE Vice Presi-

dent/ President Elect Andreas Brandner  

69th ECCE General Meeting participants 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/lepmbif5wuh8y18/4a_Construction%20news.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w52472d6u54dfcm/4b_Sustainability%20Route%20Map%20-%20GEC%20legacy%20%28ECCE%29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n3fh8kxykaydzob/5_PRESENTATION_ECCE%20Podgorica%20ENG.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wx4zuqpjxtllnuf/ECCE%20General%20Meetings%20organization%20guidelines_20190205.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3qrraa9963eugzo/European%20Council%20of%20Civil%20Engineers%20%28ECCE%29%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3qrraa9963eugzo/European%20Council%20of%20Civil%20Engineers%20%28ECCE%29%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ufue7lsji2af8gj/UCEB_Proposal%20for%20changes%20and%20additions%20to%20the%20Articles%20of%20Association%20of%20ECCE.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mmhmxiqxoo6zb6p/6_2018EYCE-closing%20report.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mmhmxiqxoo6zb6p/6_2018EYCE-closing%20report.pdf?dl=0
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available here. EAMC Secretary General Nicola Mondaôs presentation is available here and ECEC President Klaus 
Thurriedlôs presentation is available here. 
The final part of the meeting was an open discussion/ brainstorming session where ECCE delegates had the 
chance to share their ideas for the future of ECCE. During this session, the ECCE Delegate from Malta Jeanette 
Munoz Abela confirmed that the 71st ECCE General Meeting will be hosted in Malta by the Kamra-Tal-Periti and an 
official letter with suggested dates will be communicated to ECCE soon. 
 
At the end of the meeting ECCE President Aris Chatzidakis officially closed the 69th ECCE General Meeting thank-
ing everyone for their participation and addressing special thanks to the Engineers Chamber of Montenegro for this 
excellent organization and hospitality.  
 
Photographs from the 69th ECCE General Meeting can be downloaded from the links below: 
 
69th ECCE General Meeting photographs 
 
The European Council of Civil Engineers would like to express its gratitude to the Engineers Chamber of 
Montenegro for the successful organization of the 69th ECCE General Meeting and their excellent hospitali-
ty.   

New ECCE Associate Members 

The European Council of Civil Engineers has two new Associate Members, the Earthquake Planning & Protection 
Organization (E.P.P.O) which is a public organization under the aegis of the Ministry of Infrastructure & Transport of 
Greece and Intrakat, one of the top five construction companies in Greece. Both E.P.P.O. and Intrakat officially 
joined ECCE during the 69th ECCE General Meeting that was held on 30th May 2019, in Podgorica, Montenegro 
after the unanimous approval of the ECCE General Assembly. 
 

%ÁÒÔÈÑÕÁËÅ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ Ǫ 0ÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ /ÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ%Ȣ0Ȣ0Ȣ/Ɋ 

Earthquake Planning and Protection Organization is a Legal Entity of 

Public Law and operates under the supervision of the Hellenic Ministry 

of Infrastructure & Transport. E.P.P.O. was founded in 1983 and from 

that time plans the national policy of earthquake protection and accord-

ingly the confrontation of the seismic danger. 

The Organization, according to its founding law 1349/83, is managed by 

the President and the Administration Board that practices the admin-

istration and management as well as by the General Director that leads 

all the three Sectors of the organization. The Sectors of the Organiza-

tion are: Seismic Design, Social Seismic Defense, Economic - Adminis-

trative. 

The aim of E.P.P.O. is supplemented by Permanent Scientific Committees staffed by reputable scientists and ex-

perts. 

Objective 

E.P.P.O.ôs objective is to process and plan the national policy for earthquake protection, as well as to coordinate 

the scientific resources for the implementation of this policy.  

Knowledge of seismic danger 

E.P.P.O. provides valid and prompt information to the Greek State Authorities concerning seismic danger, so that 

planning and confrontation are rendered possible. To achieve this scope E.P.P.O. assists in: 

¶ ɇhe development and modernization of the National Network of Seismographs and Accelerographs 

¶ ɇhe composition and activation of the Greek Seismic Hazard Map 

¶ ɇhe composition and publication of the Neotectonic Maps of Greece (sc. 1:100000) 

¶ The development of new methodologies of mapping seismic hazard by institutions and /or scientific groups. 

 

Strengthening of seismic capacity of structures 

The earthquake resistant construction of buildings and infrastructure constitutes the major factor for the protection 

of life and property of the citizens in case of an earthquake. For that reason, E.P.P.O. assigns to relevant scientific 

committees the enactment of earthquake safety regulations, harmonized with the modern data in the sector of man-

ufacturing of buildings, as well as the processing of special subjects relevant to seismic technology: 

¶ Greek Seismic Code 

¶ Greek Code of Reinforced Concrete 

¶ Preseismic Control of Public Buildings and of Public Welfare institutions. 

¶ Intervention Code of Reinforced Concrete Buildings 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0osft7uwaf29l7n/WCCE_190530%2069ECCE%20-Presentation.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xfw4p6cdze42txa/EAMC%20montenegro.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/29glt9ppoc3wdio/ECEC_Presentation_ECCEGAM_31May_2019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/z40totu17vdgx69/69_ECCE_GM_photos.zip?dl=0
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¶ Composition of regulations for the safety of monuments against earthquakes 

 

Planning of preparedness measures 

E.P.P.O. participates in the planning of the State readiness measures so as to ensure prompt mobilization, suffi-

ciency of means and forces, coordination of involved parties, effectiveness and success of actions in case of emer-

gency due to an earthquake. More specifically: 

¶ Composes and updates the Operation Plan ñXenocratis - Earthquakesò 

¶ Composes and publishes Technical Handbooks in relevant subjects. 

¶ Informs the involved parties through regular meetings 

 

Support of applied research 

The support of applied research in Greece in sectors relevant to seismic design and protection is a major concern 

of E.P.P.O.ôs policy. This support aims at the development of knowledge and its exploitation in order to reduce 

seismic danger. In that direction, E.P.P.O.: 

¶ Announces projects of scientific studies in the sectors of seismic technology, seismotectonics and social seis-

mic defense. 

¶ Assigns studies for scientific projects with subjects relevant to the confrontation of the earthquake conse-

quences in regions that have been affected. 

¶ Participates in scientific projects that are financed entirely or partly by the European Union, etc. 

 

Briefing of citizens 

The active participation of the citizens is prerequisite for the reduction of the seismic danger and the minimization of 

the destructive consequences of an earthquake. Briefing of citizens is a major priority of E.P.P.O. 

E.P.P.O. substantially contributes in the development of seismic consciousness and attitude of citizens. 

For this scope, E.P.P.O.: 

¶ organizes seminars for training of teachers 

¶ organizes informative speeches for students 

¶ organizes preparedness drills in schools, offices and governmental buildings 

¶ composes and publishes informative material (booklets, posters, books, CD-ROM, website) 

¶ organizes informative lectures for different target groups (public servants, etc) 

¶ participates in educational projects for volunteers 

 

Confrontation of earthquakes 

The scientific personnel of E.P.P.O. (geologists, engineers) deal with the prompt confrontation of the earthquakeôs 

consequences, as well as with other incidents related to the seismic event. 

More specifically E.P.P.O.: 

¶ Is activated immediately after the seismic event and collaborates with other involved parties in order to con-

front the emergency in the affected area 

¶ Publishes and distributes leaflets with instructions for the safety of public in the area that was hit by the earth-

quake 

¶ Participates in Greek missions to other countries for the provision of assistance. 

 

For more information visit the E.P.P.O website www.oasp.gr  

 

http://www.oasp.gr
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)ÎÔÒÁËÁÔ 

Intrakat is one of the top five construction companies in Greece and it 

is a member of the Intracom Holdings Group. 

With headquarters in Greece and a significant international presence, 

the Intrakat Group is a leading player in the countryôs construction 

sector engaged in infrastructure development, commercial and indus-

trial construction and steel structure manufacturing, as well as telecommunications, renewable energy, environ-

mental management and real estate development projects for the public and private sectors. 

A key member of Intracom Holdings, a leading Group of multinational high tech companies, Intrakat undertakes 

complex large-scale construction projects in Greece and abroad, leveraging a network of highly specialized subsidi-

aries in Greece, Romania, Poland, Cyprus, Albania and North Macedonia. 

Having adopted an aggressive growth strategy based on advanced business models, Intrakat is focusing on EU 

financed construction projects and public-private partnerships. To sustain its successful track record, the Group 

plans to further expand into emerging sectors and lucrative markets, taking full advantage of new business opportu-

nities in todayôs highly demanding and rapidly evolving global arena. 

We strive to be among the largest and most reliable construction companies and we will continue to care about the 

high quality of services offered, investing in technical knowhow and specialization across all sectors of the con-

struction industry, but always with respect for our people and responsibility to the environment and society. 

In 2017, Intrakat began systematically recording and monitoring a range of indexes related to corporate responsibil-

ity and, thus, its contribution to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations Global Compact. 

 

https://www.intracom.com/
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For further information about Intrakat please visit its website http://www.intrakat.gr/en/ 

ECF manifesto - Construction 2050 - Building tomorrowõs Europe 

today 
 

http://www.intrakat.gr/en/
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ñConstruction 2050 - Building tomorrowôs Europe todayò: 

Construction stakeholders call for a new policy framework 

Brussels, 13 June 2019 - Construction stakeholders believe that the Construction 2020 initiative should be rein-

forced in order to fully achieve its ambitions, aimed at supporting the construction sectorôs adaptation to key emerg-

ing challenges and to promote the sustainable competitiveness of the sector. To this end, major European con-

struction representatives have united, to stress their commitment to the extension of the existing programme in the 

form of the ñConstruction 2050: Building tomorrowôs Europe todayò initiative. This comprehensive framework 

should be fully embraced by all actors in the construction ecosystem, Member States and European institutions. 

Building on the results of the current Construction 2020 initiative, this new framework should be based on the fol-

lowing principles: 

¶         ! ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ approach to construction because the sector is at the crossroads of different 

value chains and its unique nature requires a unique approach 

¶         !ƴ ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƭŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ framework to address the evolving construction ecosystem and the transfor-

mation of the industry 

¶         ! ƘƻƭƛǎǝŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ towards policy making in order to implement coherent and balanced policies 

and legislation 

¶        ! ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ European institutions, the Member States and construc-

tion social partners and stakeholders to steer the transformation of the sector with the most adequate 

policies and tools. 

 

In order to implement these principles, construction stakeholders have published a common vision for the future of 

the construction sector. This vision identifies the main challenges for the construction sector and contains concrete 

proposals.  

ñConstruction 2050, Building tomorrowôs Europe todayò is available here. 

Aris Chatzidakis, ECCE President stated: ñThe construction sector needs to develop a new way to conceive more 

resilient structures, aiming to achieve a competitive sustainable building market. In order to obtain this European 

objective, a new design methodology is needed, focusing on a multi-performance and life-cycle oriented approach. 

Sustainable Structural Design (SSD) methodology addresses the possibility to include environmental aspects from 

the very beginning of the project. Sustainability for existing buildings should include their structural safety and that 

means that when renovation projects of a certain scale are under taken, structural upgrade should be considered 

jointly with functional and energy efficiency upgrade.ò 

By optimising the way construction works thanks to the development of a new inspiring and relevant policy frame-

work, we will improve the lives of European citizens by providing higher value with fewer natural resources; and 

higher quality assets for owners and users. Construction is the solution industry. Addressing the challenges that 

the construction sector is facing means addressing the challenges of European citizens. 

 

 
 

 

 

The sustainable Europe of tomorrow cannot be achieved without the construction sector. All the ac-
tors in the construction process must be involved for the European Union to respond to its main chal-
lenges: competitiveness, youth unemployment, digital economy, urban regeneration, energy efficiency 
and energy poverty, circular economy, affordable housing, climate change, mobility and connected 
infrastructure etc. 

As a matter of fact, the construction sector is at the heart of our life: construction enterprises and their 
workers build the homes we live in, the roads on which we travel and the buildings we work or learn in. 
European citizens spend over 90% of their time indoors, meaning that our health and well-being 
strongly depends on how our buildings are built, maintained and renovated. 

It is within this context that construction stakeholders call upon the European Commission to 
strengthen the current construction policy setting by creating a new vision for the built environment: 
ñConstruction 2050: Building tomorrowôs Europe todayò. 

 

http://www.ecceengineers.eu/papers/files/Construction-2050-Paper.pdf
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ECCE President Aris Chatzidakis was honored to be inter-

viewed for the Journal of Engineers Chamber of Montenegro 

ñPogledò. His interview was published in the February 2019/ 

No.27 Journal. The Journal in its original version can be found 

here.  

Below you can find the interview in English. 

Mr. Chatzidakis, would you be kind to tell us briefly about 

the activities and organization of ECCE (Committees)? 

The European Council of Civil Engineers (ECCE) was created 

in 1985 out of the common concern of the professional bodies 

for Civil Engineers in Europe that the Civil Engineers working 

together across Europe could offer much more to assist Eu-

rope advance the built Environment and protect the natural 

environment. ECCE has three types of Members; Full, Associ-

ate and Individual. ECCE Full Members are the national Pro-

fessional organizations for Civil Engineers of 23 European 

countries currently. ECCE Associate membership is open to 

European NGOôs, Contracting and Consulting companies, 

relevant associations or organizations and Universities. We currently have five Associate Members. A few years 

ago ECCE opened the way to individual civil engineers to join our community. We currently have a small number of 

individual members but we hope that this number will increase. 

In terms of our internal organization, the governing body of ECCE is its General Assembly which consists of dele-

gates from each of the ECCE Full Members. The General Assembly elects the ECCE Executive Board which has a 

leading role in our organization with the support of the General Secretary who is not elected but appointed. In the 

past we used to have special Standing Committees which were focused in various areas of concern like Environ-

ment, Education, Technology, etc. A few years ago a change in our structure was introduced and these Commit-

tees were concluded. Instead of permanent Standing Committees we have now shifted to a strategy which is more 

focused to concrete deliverables like Position Papers and specific projects and in this context working groups or 

task forces are formed aiming to bring specific outcomes. 

Our activities comprise the organization of various Conferences and Workshops on civil engineering topics, events 

like the ñEuropean Engineersô Dayò which is a reoccurring initiative in cooperation with ECEC and FEANI, the initia-

tive ñ2018 European Year of Civil Engineersò which was successfully carried out throughout last year, etc. We have 

also a published a number of books with the most recent being the ñCivil Engineering Heritage in Europeò, 

ñFootbridges ï small is beautifulò and ñNotes on the history of Civil Engineeringò. Last but not least we participate in 

a number of other European and World organizations and forums aiming to contribute to and to influence the policy 

makers in our areas of interest.  

Could you tell us about the tasks and goals of ECCE? 

At the European Union level, ECCE aims to promote the highest technical and ethical standards, to provide a 

source of impartial advice, and promote co-operation with other pan-European organizations in the construction 

industry. ECCE also advises and influences individual governments and professional institutions, formulates stand-

ards and achieves a mutual compatibility of different regulations controlling the profession, and formulates stand-

ards for a European Code of Conduct of the Civil Engineering Profession and disciplinary procedures applicable 

throughout the Union. 

ECCE formulates guidelines to maintain and raise standards of civil engineering education, training and profession-
alsô competence, as well as assisting in achieving mutual compatibility of Euro codes, standards and regulations in 
the related industry and encouraging and improving levels of safety and quality in the industry. 
 
Since the ECCEôs motto is ñBridges connect shores, continents and people ECCE links civil engineers all 
over Europeò, please, could you tell us how ECCE achieves this, as well as how ECCE contributes to the 
civil engineering competence improvement and experience exchange? 
ECCE in fact is a bridge between civil engineers; first of all, across Europe in its broader geographic and historic 

sense. It is astonishing to realize how many things we have in common. We share a very strong technical tradition 

from medieval cathedrals to the industrial revolution. ECCE has succeeded to give a unique voice to civil engineers 

to European authorities and society. I think that all the events we had in our country members in the occasion of the 

ñ2018 European Year of Civil Engineersò was a good example of connecting our members to the same tradition 

and professional identity.  Furthermore, through our participation to international engineersô organizations we make 
ourselves part of the whole engineering family; we share the global problems and contribute to the better recogni-

tion of our role all over the world. I think that based on this strong technical tradition and having the big picture of 

our world we are better prepared to face the challenges in a rapidly changing global and digital professional envi-

ronment. 

What is your opinion about ECCE activities so far, and what do you think what should be improved, make 

better, etc.? 

ECCE Presidentõs Interview on The Journal of Engineers Chamber 

of Montenegro òPogledó 

http://www.ingkomora.me/ikcg_sajt/cms/public/image/publikacije/3514.pdf
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I think that ECCE has succeeded a lot so far. Remember how few things we knew about each other some years 

ago. I recall the first guides ECCE elaborated about engineering studies and professional practice all over Europe. 

How many efforts, through our involvement to the elaboration of mutual recognition Directives of EU, to unify our 

systems, our ethics and our practice. It is a fact that civil engineers have today a much clearer identity all over Eu-

rope than some years ago. This doesnôt mean that we are satisfied. We have a lot to do for our geographic expan-

sion to embrace all civil engineering organizations of Europe. It is very important for us to see more countries from 

the Balkans to join us become our members. And of course make our members more active. 

On the other hand, as our professional environment is rapidly changing and traditional liberal professions are in 

decline, we have to help our members to adjust to the new digital and global professional environment. That is why 

we are against the attempt of complete deregulation of our profession, proposing an appropriate regulation based 

on our responsibility for public safety. That is why ECCE has been attending very closely the evolution of the efforts 

of modernization of the construction sector, taking part in the European Construction Forum and participating in the 

committees of European Commission for the Sustainable development of Construction Sector.    

Please, could you tell us, how much your Committees and members are involved in ECCE activities all over 

Europe? 

This is a very crucial question. I must confess that we are not yet satisfied with the involvement of our members in 

everyday work of ECCE. We have adopted the model of creating ad hoc working groups having to do with the pro-

duction of a specific position paper or the elaboration of a project. We have already some good results with this 

model. We have adopted a position paper about ñThe infrastructure and management of waterò, a position paper 

about the ñAppropriate regulation for the practice of civil engineering in Europeò and we have printed a small book 

about the history of civil engineers. All this was done with the work of our members. We have under elaboration a 

position paper trying to stress the need of structural upgrade of existing buildings besides the energy efficiency 

upgrade. As this matter is very important to our profession it has drawn the attention of many of our members. We 

plan also to continue the idea of a series of small books under the general title ñNotes on the history of civil engi-

neeringò , having in mind to present our history in each member country. For this project we need the contribution 

of each national member. Of course we are open to any suggestion from our members and there is an old tradition 

in ECCE that good ideas were never disregarded and any contribution was welcome.  

 

Could you tell us something about cooperation between ECCE and other European and international or-

ganizations? 

ECCE is a member to the World Council of Civil Engineers (WCCE), to the Engineering Association of Mediterrane-
an Countries (EAMC), to the European Civil Engineering and Training Association (EUCEET) and to the European 
Construction Forum (ECF).  
ECCE cooperates closely with the European Council of Engineers Chambers (ECEC). It also cooperates with the 
European Federation of National Engineering Associations (FEANI) and the World Federation of Engineering Or-
ganizations (WFEO). 
ECCE has signed Agreements of Cooperation with the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Japan 
Society of Civil Engineers (JSCE), the Korean Society of Civil Engineers (KSCE) and the Council of Engineering & 
Technology (CET) India. 
 
How ECCE contributes to definition of standards and regulatory rules as well as to their use and improve-
ment within EU? 
As you know construction standards, Codes and regulations are a matter of CEN which is the European Standardi-
zation Body. Participation to this is a matter of national representatives. Of course ECCE could contribute when 
these texts come to public consultation. This has not happened so far. As far as general regulatory rules regarding 
professional practice are concerned ECCE has already contributed by its position papers and its participation to the 
ECF and the Commission Committees as a construction industry stakeholder. Furthermore, we have recently visit-
ed the EU Commissioner on Natural Disaster maters to put on the table the problem of seismic vulnerability of ex-
isting buildings and infrastructure. We have stressed the necessity of prevention actions of structural upgrade to 
mitigate the existing risk. We were informed that with the recently adopted RescEu program funding of these ac-
tions will be possible. 
 
The 69th General Meeting ECCE will be held from 30th of May until 1st of June in Podgorica, Montenegro. 
Please, could you tell us shortly about agenda of this ECCE meeting and the most important topics that 
will be considered?  
The Agenda for the 69th ECCE General Meeting is at an early stage at the moment. What I can tell you now is that 

on 30th May the meeting of the ECCE Executive Board will be held, on 31st May we will have the ECCE General 

Assembly Meeting and on 1st June our host the Engineers Chamber of Montenegro is planning a day trip for all 

ECCE delegates. During the 69th ECCE General Meeting apart from the ordinary topics (Activity report, financial 

reports, etc.) other topics that will be considered include the ECCE Position Paper ñThe need for Structural / Seis-

mic Rehabilitation of Existing Buildings in parallel with Energy Efficiency Improvementsò, a proposal for enhancing 

the ECCE Articles of Association and the next ECCE edition of the book ñNotes on the history of civil engineeringò. 

As I said, the Agenda is not finalized yet so more topics are expected to be included shortly.     

What are your expectations from 69th General Meeting ECCE? Especially, what are your expectations from 

us as the host? 

I am sure we will have a successful general meeting. It is well planned and organized and I am sure that we will 

enjoy a very warm hospitality from our friends in Montenegro. It will be an opportunity to learn more about our pro-

fession in Montenegro and of course see a part of your beautiful country. As for me, as I come from a mountainous 

area in the island of Crete, I am sure that I will feel like being home. 

 

What are the future steps in ECCE development, what are the plans for improvement to be better, stronger, 

more efficient etc.? 
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I think that we need to discuss, maybe in our next General Assembly, a strategic plan for ECCE so that our future 

steps will come out as a result of our common wisdom and commitment. Anyhow I think that we must continue 

efforts on making our common identity more clear all over Europe, having a stronger presence as lobbying team in 

Brussels, building closer relations with other international engineering organizations, helping our national members 

to adjust to the rapidly changing professional environment. 

Please, would you like to emphasize something particular what we have not consider during this inter-

view? 

I think that the Balkan region has a lot of infrastructure projects of common European interest to undertake in the 

coming years. ECCE could play a key role in this by contributing in collaboration with our national members to 

events and seminars concerning the regulatory framework, construction standards, lobbying in Brussels or other 

kind of support and assistance that our members may propose.  

 

It was a real pleasure to talk with you and I would like to thank you for your time and your help. 

Be an ECCE Member (EUCivEng) 

ECCE Individual Membership 
The European Civil Engineer 

The profession of the Civil Engineering is mostly performed where the con-

struction is being made, in Europe or in any part of the world.  

Today, within the European Union, construction companies have activities in 

many countries, so civil engineers have to move to foreign countries and to 

work all over Europe. 

To allow this professional movement EU published a Directive on Profes-

sional Mobility, to facilitate the recognition of Civil Engineers across Europe. 

 

The European Civil Engineer 

The profession of the Civil Engineering is mostly performed where the construction is being made, in Europe or in 

any part of the world.  

Today, within the European Union, construction companies have activities in many countries, so civil engineers 

have to move to foreign countries and to work all over Europe. 

To allow this professional movement EU published a Directive on Professional Mobility, to facilitate the recognition 

of Civil Engineers across Europe.  

Nevertheless the Directive considers under this title, professionals with quite different academic or professional 

backgrounds, what can lead to unclear situations for society. 

The EU Directive on Mobility proposes the creation of a European Database of Civil Engineers, interconnected 

through national organizations.  

ECCE appeared in1985 to promote the quality of Civil Engineering with a professional recognition where academic/

professional quality is guaranteed by the national organizations. 

ECCE as representative of those organizations, and to promote quality in professional recognition, is opening its 

membership to individual members, allowing for their image recognition as European Civil Engineers. 

Join ECCE, be a EUCivEng! 

 

ECCE goals: 

¶ To present in Brussels the views of the European civil engineers. 

(ECCE participates in the High Level Tripartite Forum for Construction in EU) 

¶ To establish international contacts with other associations. 

(ASCE, JSCE, KSCE, ECCREDI, Mediterranean countries, etc.) 

¶ To  promote the relevant professional information across Europe 

 (Publication of e-journal, books, reports, etc.) 

¶ To organize Conferences across Europe about Civil Engineering 

(See the conferences presentations in ECCE website) 

  

http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2016/Card-presentation.pdf
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What do I get as an ECCE Individual Member? 

¶ If you just want to be an ECCE member, you will receive: 

The e-journal and all relevant information from EU Commission 

¶ If you want to come to our meetings, you will get: 

Participation in 2 International conferences per year; 

Participation in 2 General assemblies per year; 

Participation in Brussels Engineers Day each 3 years; 

To be in contact with civil engineers across Europe (EU and nonEU). 

¶ But if you want to be really active,  

You are welcome to participate in the discussion forums or to propose position papers to be submitted tɞ 

Brussels. 

May I become an Individual ECCE Member? 

Yes, although ECCE is an association of national organiza-

tions, individual civil engineers may also be Individual Asso-

ciate Members,with access to all the information and dis-

cussion forums, but they may not vote in ECCE General 

Assemblies. 

Being an ECCE individual member you will have the refer-

ence EuCivEng. 

And you get also the ECCE membership 

card ! 

¶ The ECCE card identifies you, through your national 

organization, as a Professional of Civil Engineering in your country and a EUCivEng in ECCE. 

¶ It is expected that in the future the card will allow an automatic civil engineering identification across Europe, 

according to the EU Mobility Directive,  when national organizations implement their database of Civil 

Engineers. 

How can I become an ECCE Individual Member? 

Please send to ECCE headquarters (ecce_sps@otenet.gr): 

 1. Registration Form 

 2. Document from your ECCE National Organization as a proof that you are member of it 

 3. Excel sheet with your information  

 4. Photograph 

 5. Excel sheet with your name and address    

After receiving the notification of acceptance of your application from the ECCE General Secretary, you will be 

asked to proceed to the Payment of the Subscription Fee according to the Payment Details that follow. 

 

What are the Payment Details? 

¶ To be an ECCE individual member there is an anual fee of 20 euros. 

¶ If you are older than 65 you pay only once 30 euros and you become member with unlimited validity. 

¶ You can pay in packages of 3 years (60 euros) or 5 years (100 euros),  

  plus 8 euros, with each package, for mail and printing of a new card. 

 

The payment should be sent by bank transfer to: 

National Westminster Bank plc, Charing Cross Branch 

BIC                               NWBK GB 2L    

IBAN                            GB28 NWBK 6072 1408 5260 60                         

Bank Address:            National Westminster Bank plc, PO Box 113, Cavell 

                                      House, 2A Charing Cross Road, LONDONWC2H 0PD 

Account Name:            European Council of Civil Engineers 

Account Number:        550/00/08526060 

Sort Code:                    60-40-05  

Please ensure that your payment includes your name as a reference. 

After payment send a copy of the bank transfer to ecce_sps@otenet.gr and you will become ECCE member and 

you will receive the membership card. 

mailto:ecce_sps@otenet.gr
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2016/1_Registration-Form.docx
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2016/2_Data-for-ECCE-Card.xlsx
http://www.ecceengineers.eu/news/2016/3_Data_for_document.xlsx
mailto:ecce_sps@otenet.gr
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ECCE participates in the Thematic Group 1 meeting 
14 December 2018, Brussels, Belgium 

ECCE has been participating in the Thematic Group 1 

ñStimulating investment in building renovation, infrastructure and 

innovationò since its establishment. The latest Thematic Group 1 

meeting was held on 14th December 2018, in Brussels and ECCE 

was represented in this meeting by its Vice President/ President 

Elect Andreas Brandner. 

The meeting was divided into three main parts: 

Part 1: Improving affordability and quality of sustainable renova-

tion 

Part 2: Digitalisation and innovation 

Part 3: The state of transport infrastructure maintenance and 

possible levers for improvement 

During the meeting, ECCE Vice President/ President Elect Andreas Brandner promoted ECCEôs ideas regarding 

the seismic and energy upgrading of buildings as well as the lack of infrastructure maintenance in Europe and the 

importance of it. 

The main conclusions of the meeting are the following: 

Overall, the interest of stakeholders was noted in taking part in a wider initiative on the built environment.  

Part 1: In terms of part one, successful renovation - improving affordability, sustainability and profitability - seems 

to be built on acceptance, innovation and quality. It requires a holistic and balanced policy approach and inclusion 

of all actors at all levels along the value chain. Moreover, it was noted that affordability was a novelty in this working 

group, but very much welcomed and a proposal was made for a business model to measure all benefits of renova-

tion beyond energy efficiency.  

Part 2: In part two, a key outcome was that there is a substantial scope and need for exchange on innovation poli-

cies relevant for construction, which also requires a balanced policy approach reflecting upon all aspects. Finally, 

more emphasis should be put on the diffusion of policies and research, since uptake seems to be lacking while 

plenty of innovations are out there to potentially help the sector to be more effective. 

Part 3: For the last part, it was noted that successful transport infrastructure maintenance requires anticipation (fit 

for purpose, climate change, etc.), political prioritisation and cooperation amongst actors (academia, industry and 

public). Moreover, business models for asset management such as resilience return of investment and perfor-

mance-based contracting, were noted for being effective in improving infrastructure resilience and maintenance. 

 

Minutes and materials of the TG1 meeting 

ECCE participates in the 10th edition of the conference òPolish 

Infrastructure & Constructionó   
20 February 2019, Warsaw, Poland 

The 10th anniversary edition of the unique Polish Infrastruc-

ture and Construction conference was held by Executive 

Club on February 20, 2019 at The Westin hotel in Warsaw. 

The event has enjoyed great interest among industry experts 

for many years. The highlight of the day-long conference was 

the official ñInfrastructure and Construction Diamondsò 

awards gala, honoring the most outstanding entities in the 

industry. 

ECCE Immediate Past President Wlodzimierz Szymczak 

was invited as a Special Guest to this Conference represent-

ing ECCE. 

He was moderator to the second discussion panel of the 

Conference that focused on new challenges for road infra-

structure. 

ECCE Immediate Past President Wlodzimierz 

Szymczak 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/zx6yikf1jfn9gpr/TG1_181214_meeting.zip?dl=0

