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An important International Workshop with the subject: “The role of Civil Engineers in Infrastructure Development in Developing Countries” was organized at Tunis on August 2008, by the WFEO Tunis Office. The full program of this Workshop is attached.
The ASCE (American Society of Civil Engineers), the WCCE (World Council of Civil Engineers) and the CCC (Consolidated Contractors Company) were the basic participants of the event. The ECCE Vice President/Honorary Treasurer Vassilis P. Economopoulos was one of the invited speakers.

Kamel Ayadi, the Immediate Past President of WFEO (World Federation of Engineering Organizations), a senator of the Republic of Tunisia , the head of our hosting organization and the coordinator of this international event welcomed all the participants and he has the introductory speech for the general subject of this International Workshop.
David Morgan, the President of American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) presented the matter “Civil Engineering: A Vision for 2025”. He described the new role, the aspirational vision and the profile of the 2025 Civil Engineer based on the new required knowledge, skills and attitudes. He stressed on the special fields like Leadership, Ethical Behaviour, Social Responsibility, Sustainability, Research and Development, Management Risk, Innovation and Integration, Reform in preparation of Civil Engineers.
Jose Medem, the President of the World Council of Civil Engineers (WCCE)  presented all the evolution from the establishment of WCCE, its organization, its activities and the future events. He also presented the results of a study according the Professional Status of Civil Engineers.

Pat Natale, the Executive Director of American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) presented the matter “Leadership in Engineering”.    

His basic subject was included the following basic components: Personal qualities of the Leader-Engineer, Leaders-Engineers motivate others, Informing the Public, Leading in Public Policy Advocacy, Leading in Technical Expertise, Finding Transportation Solutions, Partnering with Engineers Without Borders, Building International Alliances, Promoting Innovation, Engaging Students, Inspiring Achievement, Recognizing Achievement, Envisioning the Future, Releasing the BODY OF KNOWLEDGE as substantial pre-requirement incorporating Foundational, Technical and Professional basic components.
Rana Hamid and Harry Lakeman, representatives of the Consolidated Contractors Company (CCC) presented the past, the present and the perspective of the company. CCC formed 1952 in Lebanon. Based in Athens, Greece, employs 165.000 employees worldwide. It currently ranked 13th in the Engineering News Record (2007) World Top International Contractors. It is the biggest construction company activating in the Middle East. For the 2007 its total sales are amounted to 6.248 million USD. Its total number of equipment is:16.649 items. The total value of the equipment is amounted to 840 million USD. The company has a very broad Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) program. CCC invests always to its multinational manpower ,human resources development and it fully respects the high quality engineering staff. Vassilis Economopoulos has discussions with CCC’s representatives during the margins of that Tunis International Workshop. A visit with the ECCE President Richard Coackley is organized to CCC’s headquarters at Athens.
Vassilis P. Economopoulos, the ECCE Vice President/Honorary Treasurer  presented the matter “The Financing of Public Transport”.
He underlined the basic role of the Public Transport for development, facing the social exclusion, protection and upgrade of the environment, the sustainability in modern cities. He presented analytically the Public Private Partnerships, PPPs for construction the transport infrastructures and all the alternatives worldwide for financing the Public Transport. He presented systems and methods based on the three concepts

· The Polluter pays

· The Beneficiary pays

· The General Public pays
He stressed, with many successful examples worldwide the financing transportation infrastructure concerning the LAND CAPTURE VALUE.

This presentation is attached.

A broad discussion was produced on the above and the other matters presented in that International Workshop and there was a great interest from representatives of ministries and public authorities.

The Airport Ennfidha Project, the new Tunisian Airport, was also presented by OACA and TAV.
A technical visit was also organized to a large scale infrastructure project- a bridge under construction. 

An important meeting with the Tunisian Prime Minister was held, taking a very broad publicity, the second announcement after the Tunisian President of the Republic in the central TV news.

A Press Conference with national and international mass information media was organized by Camel Ayadi.

Vassilis Economopoulos expressed his deep gratitude to Camel Ayadi for this perfect and effective international event and he promised to transmit to the ECCE ExBo all the information, promoting the furthermore cooperation between ECCE, WFEO, and Tunisian Civil Engineers.
Athens, 12th September 2008

Vassilis P. Economopoulos

ECCE Vice President/Honorary Treasurer
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