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Notes on the history of civil engineering

Part I.
Aristodimos Chatzidakis

NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
A SMALL CONTRIBUTION TO A LONG TRADITION

The following notes are based on the material of the lectures | gave
in the Seminars organised by the Greek Association of Civil Engineers
(GACE) and the Technical Chamber - Department of Western Crete in
1991 -1992.

Subsequently, this material was further enriched within the
framework of the works of European Council of Civil Engineers made
in the field of Engineering Heritage.

| was encouraged to unveil these texts again for the “ARCHIME-
DES” magazine by my colleague Theodoros Voudiklaris, who at that
time was the president of the GACE.

Since these notes were first written, there has been an upsurge
in the literature about the history of structures and engineers. There-
fore, let them be judged in relation to their own time frame and only as simple notes, without any
claims to completeness.

The current digital capabilities have made possible the addition of full illustrations to the text,
which helps in the understanding of the “climate” of each era.

I am happy that after so many years the European Council of Civil Engineers will print these
notes. | believe that although brief, they give the essential steps of the historic evolution of civil
engineers. | believe also that they are the common cultural heritage of European civil engineers,
and could be a reference to our professional identity.

CHAPTERS

~THE ENGINEERS OF THE RENAISSANCE PERIOD
The birth of the Contemporary Engineer

- RESEARCH ON THE MECHANICAL PROPERTIES OF MATERIALS
“The science of engineers” in the 18" century

— ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS IN THE AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT
The organisation of knowledge

-THE EVOLUTION OF STRUCTURES DURING THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
The century of engineers






